Press Release

East African Playgrounds Project
Leeds College of Art has teamed up with East African Playgrounds to offer its students a potentially
life changing opportunity to volunteer in Uganda building a community playground and running arts
and craft activities with local children.
The project is calling on all students who would like to get involved with international volunteering
and those with the spirit to be part of an amazing project. East African Playgrounds works
extensively in Uganda and many communities them approach them to help build play facilities for
their children. It’s sad but very often Ugandan children lack good quality, well maintained leisure
activities that are simple and free to access.
East African Playgrounds is looking to build a team of 12 volunteers to go out to Uganda for a month
in August 2013. They will see the project from start to completion; by raising funds to buy the
materials, to digging the playground foundations and assisting a team of Ugandan welders to build
each structure. On top of this the students will volunteer to work with school children on arts and
crafts activities culminating in a giant outdoor mural by the end of the month.
David Braham Head of Internationalisation at College says: ‘Projects like these help students gain
skills that will enhance their CV and are transferable to the work place, such as team leadership,
problem solving and communication skills. International volunteering builds students intercultural
understanding and sensitivity which are invaluable in today’s worldwide jobs market.’
If any Leeds College of Art students would like to find out more they can go to an informal
information session Tuesday 16 October at 6pm in the Boardroom, First Floor, Blenheim Walk.

Editor’s Notes
Leeds College of Art
Founded in 1842, Leeds College of Art is an innovative institution that has changed the way art
qualifications are taught and structured in Britain today.
We combine academic and vocational excellence in all our undergraduate programmes. Our focus is
to put student’s talents to practical use, so their creativity is channelled towards a successful
career or postgraduate study.
Our students and staff create a unique community of vibrant, ambitious and deeply creative artists
and designers. We are based in Leeds, an internationally acclaimed centre for teaching and
learning in addition to being a leading hub for creative and digital industries.
www.leeds-art.ac.uk

