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Introduction
Leeds Arts University is committed 
to establishing the highest possible 
standards of sustainability across all 
our core activities.

We recognise the role of education in enabling students 
to develop the knowledge, skills, values and behaviours 
needed for sustainable development, ensuring they are 
equipped to meet the rapidly changing demands of the 
world. We recognise our role in contributing to local 
and national initiatives regarding carbon reduction and 
the climate emergency.

We are a signatory of the SDG Accord and have 
committed to reporting annually on the progress we 
make in contributing to the achievement of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Reports from all signatory institutions are collated 
to provide a summary report of how both the Higher 
and Further Education sectors are contributing to the 
SDGs globally which is presented each year to the UN 
High Level Political Forum. 

Our Blenheim Walk building
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What are the SDGs?

The UN Sustainable Development Goals are 
a collection of 17 interlinked Global Goals 
that are designed to be a shared blueprint 
for peace and prosperity for people and the 
planet, now and into the future. They are 
an urgent call for action by all countries, 
both developed and developing, in a global 

To aid in our commitment to establishing the 
highest levels of sustainability across all our 
activities, the University has a Sustainability 
Committee that promotes,  co-ordinates and 
monitors the development and implementation 
of sustainability initiatives across the University.  
Each Academic and Business Support area are 
required to annually evaluate and report on the 
progress made in embedding the SDGs within 
their practices. 

We have a team of 17 staff Conscious Creatives 
who, throughout the year, promote and 
encourage student awareness and engagement 
with Sustainability and the SDGs within the 
context of their specialist creative practice.

Our staff

The UN Sustainable Development Goals

partnership. They recognise that ending 
poverty and other deprivations must go hand-
in-hand with strategies that improve health 
and education, reduce inequality, and spur 
economic growth, all while tackling climate 
change and working to preserve our oceans 
and forests. The SDGs were set in 2015 by 
the United Nations General Assembly and are 
intended to be achieved by the year 2030.

Our sedum roof
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To guide and support our activities we have a Sustainability Framework that operates within 
three top level headings of People, Place and Process which naturally interlink and overlap. 

S T U D E N T S

Student Union
Actively encourage and support student 
engagement with Sustainability initiatives.

Individuals
Be aware of responsibilities and understand the 
impact of their practices.

Student Community
Actively engage and support sustainability initiatives 
within the University and the local community. 

S TA F F

All staff to be aware of their individual and collective 
responsibilities and impact of their practices.

Share knowledge to raise awareness and ensure 
effective participation in sustainability practices 
across all aspects of University activity.

C O M M U N I T I E S

Local / National / Global

Collaborate and establish partnerships with Local, 
National and Global organisations and initiatives.

E S TAT E S

Develop and enhance our Estate by identifying 
opportunities to reduce our carbon footprint 
and optimise our waste management, building   
systems, fabric and infrastructure to be more 
energy efficient.

C U R R I C U L U M

Foster inquiry into sustainability through 
teaching, learning and research.

Embed sustainability within the curriculum.  

Ensure our graduates are sustainability 
literate, equipped with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to live and work in a complex and 
changing world. 

C O M M U N I C AT I O N  P L AT F O R M

Promote our sustainability practices and 
achievements to our internal and external 
audiences (websites, social media).

Provide internal repositories 

of regularly updated sustainability information for 
staff and students (eStudio, Share-point, Portal).

P O L I C Y,  P R O C E D U R E  & 
M O N I T O R I N G

Ensure our Policies and Procedures support 
sustainable development.

Regularly monitor and report on the progress in 
embedding sustainability and the SDGs across 
all University practices.

S TA F F  T R A I N I N G  & 
D E V E L O P M E N T

Provide support to ensure all staff understand 
the principles of sustainability and how they 
relate to their role within the University.

Our Sustainability Framework
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Our Sustainability Goals outline our aspirations for the forthcoming year informed by the findings within our annual 
SDG Accord Report. Progress against our goals is monitored at each Sustainability committee meeting.

Engage students with the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
through Teaching and Learning by:

 – Raising student awareness of SDGs within the 
context of their creative practice

 – Exploring ways in which the SDGs can be further 
highlighted and promoted within the curriculum

 – Exploring ways to effectively and accurately map 
where and how the SDGs are embedded within the 
curriculum

Raise awareness of sustainability 
and the SDGs across the 
University by:

 – Establishing and maintaining a 
Sustainability Share-point resource for 
staff

 – Establishing ‘Sustainability walls’ at 
both Blenheim and city centre sites 
that promote the SDG’s and our 
sustainability achievements 

 – Hosting a Sustainability Creative 
network event 

 – Expanding the team of Staff Conscious 
Creatives

 – Working collaboratively with the 
Student Union to increase engagement

Increase research on 
the SDGs by:

 – Establishing an academic Sustainability 
Research group 

 – Planning and hosting the 3rd Expanding 
Communities of Sustainable Practice 
Symposium

 – Exploring ways of mapping Research 
Proposals to the SDGs

Take climate action by:

 – Replacing the University Carbon management 
plan with a new Sustainability plan for Estates, and 
developing new sustainability plans for all sections 
of the University to ensure we have an integrated 
road map for achieving carbon neutrality

 – Sourcing Carbon Literacy training for staff

 – Ensuring Sustainable procurement practices are 
embedded in our procurement policies, procedures 
and guidelines 

 – Collaborating with key regional stakeholders on the 
climate emergency

Build partnerships for the 
SDGs by:

 – Consolidating our existing 
partnerships

 – Establishing new partnerships 

Our Sustainability Goals

4

1 2 3

5
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Reduction in our energy consumption 
Whilst we are aware that periods of lockdown have 
contributed to the reduction, we are confident 
that the downward trend of the last 3 years will 
continue post lockdown, further supporting the 
decarbonisation of our estate.

Sustainability Framework updated to 
ensure it captures all aspects of our activity

Key aspirational Sustainability Goals 
identified for the forthcoming year(s)

Electricity supply switched to a Green 
energy supplier to support further 
decarbonisation of our estate

Further development of our process 
for mapping sustainability across the 
curriculum 
71% of courses mapped coverage of the SDGs 
within student projects, demonstrating student 
engagement across a much broader range of SDGs 
on the previous year, particularly with SDG 3 Good 
Health and Wellbeing, SDG 11 Sustainable Cities and 
Communities and SDG 13 Climate Action. 

Extended our engagement with local and 
national networks and partnerships 

Commenced the process of  establishing 
a science-based target to aid our 
continued journey to net zero

Secured plans to roll out Carbon 
literacy training for staff

The Students’ Union achieved an      
NUS Green Impact rating of Good

Key achievements this year
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Our students

Our Students’ Union has a Sustainability Officer 
whose role ensures student representation and 
input into both the University and Students’ Union 
sustainability activities. The Sustainability Officer 
is a member of the University’s Sustainability 
Committee and leads the student sustainability 
society, Conscious Creatives. 

The Conscious Creatives Society aims to 
educate, promote and celebrate sustainable and 
social responsibility throughout the University. 
So far they have brought students together 
through workshops, exhibitions, action days and 
collaborative projects.

All Student Course Reps are introduced to 
sustainability activities during their training 
sessions with the Union including:

 – The UN SDGs 
 – The University’s Sustainability Award 
 – Green Impact 
 – Students Organising for Sustainability 

Survey 
 – Student Rep survey

The Students’ Union website contains a range 

Our Students’ Union Image: Bobby Jones, BA (Hons) Graphic Design

“I think that this period of our lives will be crucial 
in history as it has already started a new wave of 

‘conscious creatives’ to think more about the materials 
we consume when expressing ourselves.”

Kaya Mitchell, BA (Hons) Filmmaking
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The Students’ Union website’s Sustainability 
pages contain a range of information and 
activities including: 

 – Green Impact Award news
 – Sustainable Living tips 
 – ●Student Spotlights
 – Hubbub campaign support 
 – Events, workshops and activities 
 – Sustainability Award
 – Sustainable Resources
 – ●Sustainability facts 

Our Sustainability Map

The Sustainability Officer and Conscious 
Creative Society co-created a Leeds 
Sustainability Map that was given to all new 
students in their welcome tote bags. The map is 
featured on the Union website and promoted to 
students through Union marketing platforms. 

NUS Green Impact Award

In 2020 our Students’ Union was successful in 
achieving an accreditation of ‘Good’ in the NUS 
Green Impact scheme. The aim this year is to 
work towards achieving an accreditation of ‘Very 
Good’.

Green Impact is a United Nations award-
winning programme designed to support 
environmentally and socially sustainable practice 
within organisations. 

Award Feedback
“Leeds Arts Union have achieved a lot 
in a short space of time. Their set-up 
as a small and specialist union presents 
challenges that they overcome in creative 
ways, especially through collaboration 
with the sustainability committee, and 
other sustainability groups within the 
city of Leeds. It is especially good to hear 
how their plans going forward seem to 
be focused around research and student 
opinion to ensure their sustainability work 
remains relevant and impactful.” 

Find out more about Green Impact Award at: 
greenimpact.nus.org.uk/about

Leeds Sustainability Map

https://www.leedsartsunion.org.uk/sustainability
https://www.leedsartsunion.org.uk/sustainability
http://greenimpact.nus.org.uk/about
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Key activities this year

Here is a snapshot of activities that have taken place over the year. 
For more information please visit  the Students’ Union website.

‘Create. Challenge. Change.’ 
campaign

In collaboration with the Conscious Creatives 
Society, this year the Union rebranded their 
sustainability weeks in the form of a campaign, 
‘Create. Challenge. Change.’ 

A series of sustainability focused events were 
held across two weeks, as well as activities that 
aligned with University Mental Health Day and 
International Women’s Day. Find out more here.

‘Create. Celebrate. Elevate.’ 
exhibition

As part of Black History Month 2020, the Union 
highlighted the work of Black, British creatives 
in an exhibition ‘Create, Celebrate, Elevate’. 
The exhibition showcased the work of current 
students and alumni whose roots were firmly 
located within their Black heritage, but who also 
called Britain their home.  

A film ‘Black in the Union Jack’ by an alumnus of 
the MA Creative Practice course, looked to find 
the answer to the question, ‘What does it mean 
to be black and British?’ exploring the question 
through the lens of gender, love, relationships 
and sexuality, mental health and self. 

Finding Your Cause: Making 
Meaning with Lucy Scott

An ‘in conversation’ workshop event with 
recent graduate Lucy Scott (BA (Hons) 
Illustration, 2019) who uses her illustration 
practice to encourage positive change across 
a range of social and environmental issues 
and promote values of wellbeing and inner 
transformation. Lucy guided us through what 
it means to have a ‘cause’ and what it takes to 
find it.

Image: Lucy Scott

https://www.leedsartsunion.org.uk/sustainability
https://www.leedsartsunion.org.uk/post/a-call-to-take-action-launching-create-challenge-change-2021
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Students Organising for Sustainability (SOS) Survey

The SOS Annual Sustainable Skills Survey 
captures student attitudes and experiences 
regarding sustainability teaching and learning. 

The survey results confirm that our students 
recognise the action the University has taken to 
address negative impacts and that it has a positive 
influence on their attitudes and behaviours. 
They provide a valuable insight into how well 
our students believe that sustainability skills are 
embedded within their learning, with several key 
areas scoring well above national rates.  

Further analysis of the survey results will feed into 
curriculum development for future years.

81% 
of students agreed that ‘my 

university takes action to limit 
the negative impact it has on the 

environment and society’ 

78% 

of students agreed that ‘my 
students’ union takes action to limit 

the negative impact it has on the 
environment and society’

79% 

of students agreed that ‘being 
a student at my university 

encourages me to think and act      
to help the environment, 

and other people’

“It’s up to us to make people 
realise that you aren’t free from 
this responsibility, especially as 

artists and designers!”

Nicky Hope, BA (Hons) Graphic Design

What our students said about our sustainability

95% 
of students agreed that ‘Sustainable 

development is something which 
universities should actively 
incorporate and promote’

91% 

of students agreed that ‘Sustainable 
development is something which the 
university’s courses should actively 

incorporate and promote’
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Our Student Sustainability Award

The Sustainability Award recognises 
innovative and outstanding work that addresses 
environmental, social and ethical issues and has 
sustainability clearly running through the thinking 
and approach. 

In 2020 students were required to identify a 
particular issue, and outline its importance and 
how their work would influence new thinking. In 
the future students will be required to identify the 
specific SDGs that their work addresses. 

Entries for this year’s award doubled from the 
previous year (118 entries in 2020, up from 55 
entries in 2019), with a significant increase in those 
addressing SDG 13 Climate Action. The winning 
entries for this year can be viewed here.

“The sustainability award is a really important 
opportunity for students to be congratulated 

for sustainable practice and encourage 
continually working towards bettering our 

world. The visibility of the Sustainability Award 
at Leeds Arts University encourages students 
make sustainable considerations within their 
work, even if they don’t submit something to 
the award. Sustainability is something we as 

the Student Executive Officers are particularly 
passionate about so it’s really great to see our 

University rewarding students in this area.”

Poppy Belcham, Students’ Union President 20-21
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Image: Megan Dobbyn, BA (Hons) Illustration

https://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/about-us/sustainability/sustainability-award/
https://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/about-us/sustainability/sustainability-award/sustainability-award-winners-2020/
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Our Teaching, Learning & Research

All teaching and learning at the University 
ensures that students acquire the relevant 
skills, knowledge and understanding to enable 
them to progress into employment within the 
creative industries. 
 
Throughout 2020/21 we have continued to 
develop the process of mapping contribution to 
the goals across all courses, recording how and 
where the SDGs are integrated in curriculum 
content and delivery, and how they are 
embedded within individual students’ projects. 
71% of courses have mapped the coverage of the 
SDGs within the curriculum and student work.

Within each course there is a natural alignment 
with many of the SDGs, with student work 
demonstrating engagement within the context 
of their individual creative practice.

Number of SDGs addressed within student projects*

This year has seen an increase in student engagement
across a broader range of the SDGs.

82 24 234 24

133 57 2

71 105 145 203

389 209 14

51 22 41
* A single student project often addresses several SDGs, and as such the

final number does not represent total number of projects.



— 14 —

Higher Education student work

Frances Tabernor
BA (Hons) Fine Art

Frances’ work is concerned with consumerism, linked to the concept of 
liquid modernity where consumerism is no longer about fulfilling need but 
is instead based upon a desire for self-expression. For economic wealth to 
be sustained there is a need for industrial output to increase year-on-year 
and therefore a constant need for consumers to buy more. The purchase 
has become about wish fulfilment, driving consumers to spontaneous 
casual purchases and an expectation to discard the old for the new. 

The work considers the value remaining in these items and the huge 
number of goods on offer. Can we reconcile this behaviour with that of 
sustainability, where global resources are known to be insufficient to 
support our current way of life? 

Jack Coles
BA (Hons) Comic & Concept Art

Jack’s work is centred around a change in attitudes, looking to move away 
from a competitive, consumer-capitalist lifestyle toward cooperative 
non-material satisfaction. Jack’s work looked at student fashion with 
sustainability trends - second hand, repair, practical hard wearing items, 
anti-brand movement, and the considerations of production, labour, 
materials, and import distances. 

More broadley Jack was interested in diverse student and non-student 
populations, with more integrated communities through community 
projects and initiatives. Jack investgated devolved power for local 
authorities with more democratic community-led structures. 
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Abbie Copeland
BA (Hons) Textile Design

Abbie Copelan took a material based approach to her investigations and 
explore the re-use of plastics in her question:

“What is the importance of sustainability within the design industry and 
how can plastic waste be reused to create innovative materials for design 
and reduce the negative impact on the environment?” 

Abbie’s approach here was to both physically explore the re-use potential 
of plastic material but also how this plastic waste might be re-explored 
through pattern design to promote value. 

Alice Parker
BA (Hons)  Textile Design

Alice focussed on British wildlife population declines and endangered 
species and how the designer can promote awareness through 
positive design. Using imagery of both endangered animals and plants 
to make up her interior design wallpapers and textiles, this was a 
gentle expose to the plight of British Wildlife as due to habitat decline 
and climate change.
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Jaci Naylor
BA (Hons) Visual Communication

Balance Magazine 
“I want to use this magazine to showcase and uplift people who are 
woefully under-represented, ignored or even made to feel like they are 
wrong to exist... the words art and creations are by people who have 
been excluded from society due to their race, disability, size, sexuality, 
gender or neurodiversity. The world is a diverse and beautiful place filled 
with people who have completely different experiences to our own. All 
these people deserve to have their voices heard.”

Gabrielle Carney
BA (Hons) Creative Advertising

I created a brief for myself after writing a paper about the 
construction of ‘cool’ and social smoking amongst 16-26 year olds. 
My main insight was that: It’s cool to damage yourself but not cool 
to damage the planet.Cigarette Butts are the most populated litter 
in the ocean, and contribute to major deforestation so I created a 
campaign launched through WWF in order to kill social smoking 
culture before it kills the planet.

https://issuu.com/balancecreativemagazine/docs/balance_magazine_1c9d41f7c4086c
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Further Education student work

The importance of developing student awareness of Sustainability within their role as emerging 
artists and designers is well embedded across the course curriculum and teaching ethos. Specialist 
pathway projects provide the opportunity for students to develop their creative practice and explore 
themes relating to their personal areas of interest. 

Ruby Cooke
Foundation Diploma in 
Art & Design

Fashion Textile student Ruby’s project looked 
at repair from an environmental and social 
perspective. Ruby was interested in how we 
can add value to objects deemed un-valuable 
through repair, whilst using the process of 
fixing within a social problem solving context.

Daisy Earl
Foundation Diploma in
Art & Design

Fine Art student Daisy produced recycled 
paper embedded with wild flower seeds. 
Daisy used this to build ephemeral structures 
which were placed in spaces of neglect. The 
structures collapse and degrade over time, 
dispersing the seeds and leaving flowers in their 
place.

Freya Boothroyd
Foundation Diploma in 
Art & Design

Freya’s work deals with the human need to 
dominate the natural world. Freya’s sculptural 
practice combines natural, living materials 
with the manmade. 
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Second year Extended Diploma in 
Creative Practice students responded 
to the UN Sustainability Goals through a 
Sustainability brief exploring how art, design 
and communication has the power to make 
positive change in the world. A wide variety of 
responses were generated and celebrated in 
an exhibition on Instagram
@ed_conscious_creatives

Evie Scott
Extended Diploma 
in Creative Practice

Graphic Communication student Evie’s 
‘Women United’ illustrations aim to show 
solidarity between trans and cis women and 
that women are stronger when we are united. 

Marie Grant
Extended Diploma 
in Creative Practice

Fashion & Textiles student Marie’s ‘Fabric 
Waste’ project focused on reducing fabric 
waste whilst being inspired by fabric waste.

Lucy Greenwood
Extended Diploma 
in Creative Practice

Fashion & Textiles student Lucy’s ‘Seascape’ 
project is an ocean inspired textile piece 
created using recycled materials and single 
use plastic.

Muzammal Mahnoor
Extended Diploma 
in Creative Practice

The Bothy Project is a place of shelter for walkers 
hiking in Snowdonia, allowing hikers to rest, eat and be 
protected from severe weather conditions - a place to 
regain energy for a long journey. 

Evelyn Nwanze
Extended Diploma 
in Creative Practice

“If only real animals existed”, Would a giraffe 
really fight a crocodile if they were in the wild? 
When animals go extinct, humans will make a 
horrible job of trying to fill in their shoes.  

https://www.instagram.com/ed_conscious_creatives/
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Made to Last: Product life extension 
through emotional durability 

Exploring why people form attachments with 
certain products. It is this attachment that can 
form between a user and their product that can 
be meaningful enough for the user to delay or 
prevent product replacement. Research will 
then inform the design and development of new 
sustainable products with the whole product 
life cycle in mind through the consideration of 
sustainable materials that improve with age and 
can work within circular business models for 
long term sustainability. 

Student Research

Over the past three years, Leeds Arts University Undergraduate and Postgraduate students have 
been invited to present their research at the University of Leeds Student Sustainability Research 
Conference.   In 2020 six students presented their research:  

Ecological Anxiety

A theoretical investigation into Ecological 
anxiety and the implications of current agri-
logistics we face as a species at this moment 
in history. Investigations into the structural 
elements of biocentrism and anthropocentrism, 
and how we can move towards a more 
ecologically aware society.

Cardigan Evolution

Exploring how to evolve a series of existing 
100% natural wool knitted garments to find 
value in the obsolete through playfulness, and 
speculative testing to re-frame these to create 
moments of tangible connection. Re-use of 
existing materials in a manner that considers 
the need for maintenance, disassembly, remake 
and recycling, wherever possible diverting 
waste items away from landfill. 

Green Guide Leeds

Green Guide Leeds primarily addresses 
environmental sustainability, as it encourages 
the audience to make more environmentally-
conscious lifestyle choices such as plastic- free 
food shopping. However, it also touches on 
themes relating to social sustainability, such as 
the idea of a food co-operative and pay-as-you-
feel meals. The film won the Runner Up prize for 
the LAU Sustainability Award 2019.

Sustainable making in community art 
education

Reasonable consumption

To find out more about the Student 
Sustainability Research Conference 
2020 visit here. 

https://sustainability.leeds.ac.uk/news/student-sustainability-research-conference-2020/
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Staff Research

In January 2020 a Staff Sustainability Research Group was formed to provide a forum for the 
sharing of research and to form a body of knowledge to inform the specialist arts curriculum. 

Eleanor Snare
Senior Lecturer
Fashion Branding with Communication

Eleanor’s area of research area is art education and the 
environment, particularly in the relationships that emerge when art, 
education and ecological awareness meet. Eleanor explores ways 
to introduce ecological conversations to students, encouraging 
them to look at economic, social and human sustainability through 
case studies.

Eleanor recently presented a seminar on the industrialisation of 
arts education, which has led to conversations with other tutors 
about how the ideas can be applied to their subject.  

Alongside colleagues, Eleanor has also created a resource pack 
outlining their efforts to both decolonise and ‘earth’ the curriculum 
which will be part of the Leeds Arts University Teaching and 
Learning Conference in June 2021.

Laura-Jane Atkinson
Pathway Leader
Foundation Diploma in Art & Design

Laura-Jane became particularly interested in Sustainability 
through researching the potential of Linoleum flooring in a craft 
context - a body of work that went on to be exhibited at London 
Craft Week and London Design Festival. 

Laura-Jane formed design collective, Rive Studio, who 
researched Japanese Knotweed and the potential of this as a 
capable resource of the future. This research was subsequently 
published in ‘Fruitful Futures: Imagining Pomona’. 

Laura-Jane continues to practice professionally alongside her 
teaching practice and has recently completed the Craft Council’s 
Hothouse programme – a yearlong business development 
programme for designer makers. 

Images: Laura-Jane AtkinsonImage: Eleanor Snare
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Our Estate
A programme of ongoing estate improvements support a year-on-year reduction in waste 
production and efficiency of the estate per m2 helping to further decarbonise our estate. 

We recycle or generate energy from 100% 
of waste and we have been able to divert all 
commercial waste from landfill. Energy created 
from our waste supports district heating and 
power for residents and public buildings around 
the city of Leeds.

We had an overall drop in waste of nearly 60% 
compared with last year due to less activity and 
people within our buildings. We will continue to 
minimise and reduce waste wherever possible.

All screens purchased to protect our students 
and staff during the pandemic are made from 
100% recyclable materials.

Recycling/generating 
energy from waste

Due to less on campus activity and building 
closures because of national restrictions we 
had an overall drop in electricity consumption 
of 30% from last year. 

100% of our electricity supply comes from 
green, clean and renewable energy sources, 
supporting the decarbonisation of our estate.

Since 2019 our small but powerful solar 
installation has offset 63 tCO2e. In 2020 we 
generated 29 megawatts of electricity for 
our Blenheim Walk campus.

Our electricity use

We had on average a drop in demand of water 
70% from last year due to a reduced footfall, we 
acknowledge this will increase in the future but 
we are making every effort to reduce our water 
consumption where possible.

We upgraded all remaining water fountains 
for bottle filling stations, helping prevent the 
equivalent of over 10,500 plastic bottles from 
going to waste, even during lockdown!

Our water use

Key achievements this  year

Our Sedum Roof helps to minimise surface 
water run-off, contributing to reducing 
localised flooding. It retains up to 5 litres/m² of 
water - 550m2 area holds up to 2700 litres of 
water/2.7 tonnes).

Our Sedum Roof

Bat boxes and sparrow boxes are fitted at 
Blenheim Walk campus and we hope to increase 
these throughout our campuses.

Wildlife
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Our energy consumption

National restrictions due to the pandemic during 2020/21 have 
resulted a drop in campus activity, which has reflected positively in 
our waste and utilities data.  As activities and the occupancy of our 
buildings increase our energy consumption will rise, however for 
the past few years we have sustained an annual reduction in energy 
consumption and carbon emission even though our estate has 
increased. We will continue to target opportunities to further reduce 
the energy we use and keep this to a minimum.

What’s next?
We are collaborating with experts to set science-based targets which will 
be used as a road map to help the University achieve net zero on Scope 1, 
2 and selected Scope 3 emissions. We are planning on improving existing 
building fabric and infrastructure including window replacement schemes, 
lighting and roofing upgrades, and signing up to Warp-It, an organisation 
with reuse and recycling at the heart of furniture disposal and acquisition. 

Water consumption over 3 years
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Our Partnerships

Collaboration across local and national 
organisations is key to tackling sustainability 
challenges.

SDG 17 focusses on the need for the whole 
of society to work together to deliver on the 
ambition of the SDGs. This cooperation is crucial 
if all the goals are to be achieved.

We are a members of Sustainability in the 
Arts in Leeds (SAIL)

‘Working together to create a zero 
carbon/zero waste future for the cultural 
and creative industries of Leeds’.

We have joined the Albert Education 
partnership that works with the UK’s 
universities to arm students with the 
sustainability knowledge they’ll need when 
joining the production workforce.

‘We are the authority on environmental 
sustainability for film and TV’.

We are a member of the Leeds Anchors 
Plastic Network - a city-wide partnership 
group that works together to share 
knowledge and overcome single-use 
plastic challenges across the city. 

As part of the Leeds Fashion Futures 
project, we have worked with Zero Waste 
Leeds on the Leeds Textile Trail which 
celebrates the rich textile heritage of the 
city and explores how it can inspire a better 
more sustainable fashion future.

 “A successful sustainable 
development agenda requires 
partnerships between governments, 
the private sector and civil society. 
These inclusive partnerships built 
upon principles and values, a shared 
vision, and shared goals that place 
people and the planet at the centre, 
are needed at the global, regional, 
national and local level.” 

SDG Goal 17 - Partnerships for the Goals

We work with a number of organisations 
on a variety of projects and initiatives:

 https://wearesail.org
 https://wearesail.org
https://wearealbert.org
https://wearealbert.org
https://www.yhahsn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/YHealth-for-Growth_Anchor-Institutions-Workshop_06.12.19.pdf
https://www.yhahsn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/YHealth-for-Growth_Anchor-Institutions-Workshop_06.12.19.pdf
https://trail.zerowasteleeds.org.uk
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