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Leeds Arts University is University of the Year for student retention 
 
Leeds Arts University has been awarded ‘University of the Year for Student Retention’ in The 
Times and The Sunday Times Good University Guide 2019. 
 
This is the first time Leeds Arts University has been featured in the guide since gaining university status 
in August 2017, ranking 54 out of 132 universities in the national table; within the top 10 modern 
universities; and 4th overall in Yorkshire and Humberside.  
 
Leeds Arts University received the award due to an impressively low dropout rate; just 3.8% of students 
are projected to drop out over the course of their degree, against an expected level of 9.6%. The 
University also ranks highly for overall levels of student satisfaction with both teaching quality and 
student experience, coming top in Yorkshire and Humberside in both areas.  
 
Alastair McCall, Editor of The Sunday Times Good University Guide 2019, said:  
 
“Arts specialist institutions, such as Leeds Arts, have a notoriously high non-completion rate for many 
of their degree programmes. Leeds Arts comprehensively bucks that trend and has a degree completion 
rate that would not look out of place at Oxford, Cambridge or many of the best-known names in British 
higher education. 
 
Leeds Arts has the highest levels of student satisfaction with both teaching quality and the wider 
student experience among all universities in our North university league table, demonstrating the 
affection and respect in which the institution is held by its students. Why would they want to drop 
out?” 
 
From the application process to enrolment and the day-to-day experience, Leeds Arts University has put 
measures in place to ensure students continue their studies.  

The application process allows each student to meet the course tutors one-to-one helping to build 
relationships early on. During the first term, course trips and activities, and a buddy-scheme help 
students to settle quickly to their new environment and encourage them to build bonds with their peers. 
Regular contact with members of the course team provides opportunities to raise any issues of concern, 
and student welfare and learning support teams work closely with academic staff to provide inclusive 
and bespoke support. 

Professor Simone Wonnacott, Vice-Chancellor, Leeds Arts University, said:  
 
“To receive this award from The Times and The Sunday Times Good University Guide is a huge 
achievement, and an important recognition of the dedication our staff have to ensuring students have 
the best possible experience at Leeds Arts University.  
 
Our students enjoy a close-knit community, working in studios and workshops alongside their 
tutors and peers that helps foster a culture of creativity and collaboration. Teaching styles value 
personal creativity and we ensure that resources are consistent with what is used in industry. 

Students regularly report high levels of satisfaction with teaching quality and student 
experience, reflected in our low dropout rate, but we are never complacent, seeking only ever to 
improve and ensure our students are at the heart of everything we do.” 

  



-ENDS- 
 
Editor’s Notes 

For more information please contact: Sophie Miller Wallace, PR & Communications Officer, 0113 202 
8044/07879 414706 or sophie.millerwallace@leeds-art.ac.uk, or Andrew Craske, Head of Marketing & 
Communications on 0113 202 8144 or 07920 766 323. 

 
About Leeds Arts University  

Founded in 1846 as the Leeds Government School of Art and Design, Leeds Arts University (formerly Leeds 
College of Art) has contributed significantly to the development of art education in Britain and across the 
world.  In 2016 the University was granted Taught Degree Awarding Powers, and in 2017 was awarded full 
university status, making it the only specialist arts university in the North of England.  
 
Leeds Arts University has been previously recognised for its industry-standard facilities at the Whatuni 
awards (winners in 2014 and 2016, runner up 2017), is the highest ranked specialist arts university in the 
UK for student satisfaction in the National Student Survey 2018, and the number one University for Design 
& Crafts in the Guardian University League Table 2019.  
 
www.leeds-art.ac.uk  

 
About The Times and The Sunday Times Good University Guide 
 
The Times and The Sunday Times have produced university guides since 1993 and 1998 respectively. 
Since 2013, they have published a combined Good University Guide to provide the most comprehensive 
guide to higher education in Britain in print and digital formats across The Times and The Sunday Times. 
 
The newspaper editions and website include the definitive rankings of British universities, based on their 
performance in a number of key areas for undergraduates. These cover student satisfaction with the 
quality of their teaching and academic feedback, course content and facilities; graduate job prospects; 
the likelihood of achieving a high-class degree; entry standards; dropout rates; research quality; 
student/staff ratio; and spending on library and other student services. 
 
There are also more than 60 subject tables, highlighting centres of excellence. These tables will be 
based on an analysis of student satisfaction with teaching quality and their student experience, entry 
standards, research quality and graduate prospects. 
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