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Leeds Arts University shortlisted for Times Higher Education
International Impact Award
Leeds Arts University has been shortlisted for the Times Higher Education International Impact Award for
its work with former student Ria Sharma and her organisation Make Love Not Scars, a non-government
organisation dedicated to supporting the recovery and rehabilitation of acid attack victims.
Ria Sharma, then a BA (Hons) Fashion student at the University, focussed her final year project on the
relationship between fashion and women’s empowerment, spending her final semester in India to carry
out research. During this time Ria came into contact with survivors of acid attacks and began making a
film documenting the survivors experiences. With the support of her tutors, and their recognition of her
passion for women’s rights, Ria was able to establish the charity Make Love Not Scars whilst still in the
final year of her degree at Leeds Arts University.
Since leaving the University, Ria Sharma has won several awards for her work, including the British
Council Study UK Alumni Award 2016 for Social Impact in India and the India Today Woman Summit 2017 Woman in Public Service Award. Ria credits her achievements and the founding of Make Love Not Scars to
the support and encouragement she received whilst at Leeds Arts University, describing her experience
of UK higher education as “life-changing” and the support from professors as “unmatched…they went out
of their way to make a girl from India feel comfortable”.
Professor Randall Whittaker, Pro-Vice-Chancellor Academic, said:
“We are delighted to be shortlisted for the Times Higher Education International Impact Award. As an
institution we place great value on the creation of an environment where each student is encouraged to

thrive, preparing them as active citizens with the ability to respond creatively to the issues of today
with impact across the globe.
We are immensely proud of Ria and everything she accomplished whilst studying at Leeds Arts
University, and since graduating, and are honoured by the recognition of the impact her education has
had on her achievements”
The Times Higher Education Awards, now in their 13th year, attract entries from universities across the
country and recognise the best in talent, dedication and innovation the higher education sector has to
offer. The International Impact Award identifies an institution that has, through the efforts of its staff,
students and graduates, had a significant, demonstrable impact on the world at large.
John Gill, Times Higher Education editor, said:
"Once again these awards have attracted hundreds of entries from the length and breadth of the nation,
and from institutions of every hue. All those shortlisted can be immensely proud to have made it
through this first phase, and we at Times Higher Education look forward to honouring the winners for
their talent, creativity and commitment at a time for the academy when these qualities are
increasingly essential."
The Times Higher Education Awards will be announced at a gala ceremony held in London on 30
November 2017.
Editors notes
For more information and images please contact Sophie Miller Wallace, PR & Communication Officer, at
sophie.millerwallace@leeds-art.ac.uk or 0113 202 8044/07841 747403.
Leeds Arts University
Founded in 1846 as the Leeds Government School of Art and Design, Leeds Arts University has contributed
significantly to the development of art education in Britain and across the world. In 2016 the University
was granted Taught Degree Awarding Powers, and in 2017 was awarded full university status. Leeds Arts
University has an impressive history of notable past students, Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth were
students in 1919 and 1920. In later years Damien Hirst, Marcus Harvey, Eric Bainbridge, Clio Barnard and
Georgina Starr all studied at the University, known then as the Jacob Kramer College. Leeds Arts University
has been recognised for its industry standard facilities at the Whatuni awards (winners in 2014 and 2016,
runner up 2017) and has recently been ranked the highest arts university in the UK for student satisfaction
in the National Student Survey 2017, along with being the highest ranked university in Yorkshire.

www.leeds-art.ac.uk
Make Love Not Scars
Make Love Not Scars (MLNS) is a non-government organisation dedicated to providing acid attack victims
an opportunity to regain their life on their own terms through recovery, rehabilitation and regeneration.
MLNS fundraises for treatment and legal advice, and campaigns to raise awareness. When survivors are
far enough through the rehabilitation process, MLNS supports them to continue their education and gain
employment, MLNS aims to achieve justice for survivors and has succeeded in creating legal benchmarks
for cases relating to acid attacks, an enormous achievement with huge impact for acid attack victims not
only in India but worldwide.
http://makelovenotscars.org/

