
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Creatives Postcard Competition 
Design Brief for 7-11 years 

 

 
Aims 

We need a new postcard to tell people about the brilliant courses we deliver for children aged  
7-11 years old. We want to encourage them to come to Leeds College of Art, try our professional 
equipment and workspaces, and be taught by fine creative practitioners. 
 
We have a new name, Young Creatives, and would like to have this somewhere on our 

postcard. We want to build on the hard work and brilliant experiences of previous courses whilst 

demonstrating our optimism for the future. We embrace technological advances and traditional 

methods with the ultimate creative mantra: don’t fear making mistakes. 

 

Target Audience 

We want to appeal to existing and new students, both male and female, from ages 7-11 years 

and 12-18 years. Students come from all different backgrounds across Yorkshire and even 

further afield. They may have aspirations of living a creative life, or they may be trying out an art 

and design subject they’ve never studied before. 

 

We think each postcard should be for a particular age group. Your postcard should be for 

children aged 7-11 years old and appeal to their parent or carers if possible. 

 

It’s really important that our postcards are eye-catching and attractive.  

 

Keywords: see the Young Creatives website 

 

About Us 

• Leeds College of Art was established in 1846 [for more about us, see here] 

• Courses for children and young people have been established since 2012 at Leeds College of 

Art 

• We are unique in the north of England as a College providing art tuition and activities to 

children and young people from age 7 to 18 years. 

 

Design Info 

We like using postcards to tell people about what we do. We’d like it if people found the design 

so pleasing to look at they would want to put it up at home or on their desk. However, we now 

have a new name and are at a point of expanding the range of courses we offer, so our new 

flyer needs to reflect this. 

 

Careful consideration will need to be given to the following: 

• Colour 

• Imagery (pictures) 

• Typography (or font - how the text looks, if used) 

• The atmosphere that particular designs create 

 

http://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/study/young-creatives/
http://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/about-us/history/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technical Specifications 

The aim is to redesign the front of the postcard. We have included some templates for you to 

create your image – this can be either landscape or portrait. The finished postcard will be A5 in 

size, and printed in full colour.  

 

We will add our logo to the front of the postcard afterwards so you don’t need to worry about 

including that in your design. 

 

Leeds College of Art reserves the right to adapt designs to suit our purposes. 

 

Submitting Work 

Please send work to Young Creatives (Room G05), Leeds College of Art, Blenheim Walk, 

Leeds, LS2 9AQ. Please send a S.A.E. (with enough postage on) so we can return your designs 

to you. 

 

Unfortunately, due to limited capacity, we are unable to return work that has not been sent with 

an S.A.E. 

 

Alternatively, you may wish to submit your entry electronically. Please email images (less than 

1MB in size) to youngcreatives@leeds-art.ac.uk stating ‘Postcard Competition’ in the subject 

heading. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

mailto:youngcreatives@leeds-art.ac.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Creatives Postcard Competition 
Guidance Notes 

 

Introduction 

We are inviting primary and secondary school pupils from across the region to design a 
postcard to promote our Young Creatives courses.  
 
Friends and parents will be able to vote for postcard designs with a winner selected by 

current staff and alumni of the College. Prizes are listed below. 

Individuals aged 18 or under may apply independently of their school. Those aged between 
12-18 years may enter the 12-18 years competition. Children aged 11 or under may enter the 
7-11 competition. Ages refer to age at the deadline. Please see below to register interest. 
 
Children and young people with special needs are welcome to enter. Please get in touch if we 
need to discuss the age group that would be most appropriate for them to enter. 
 
Deadline: Friday 22nd May 2015 at 09:00hrs. 
 

Time-scale and Prizes 

Timescale is as follows: 
 

 Friday 22/05/15 at 09:00hrs. Deadline: all entries must be received by this time. 
 Tues 26/05/15 - Fri 29/05/15: Shortlisting by panel (x5 schools). 
 Mon 01/06/15 – Fri 26/06/15: Half day art workshops for classes of shortlisted students 

(inc. materials. Shortlisted schools invited to Judging Event. 
 Fri 03/07/15: Judging Event at Leeds College of Art. 

 
Two age ranges (7-11 and 12-18 years) with prizes for each age group: 

 Two winning designs 
 School name on postcard 
 Winners’ class comes to College for half day workshop  
 Winners and x2 friends (& teacher / parent) come to College to work with a designer 

to mock up the design and receive a print of their work 
 

Shortlisted Prizes (x3 for 7-11 years and x3 for 12-18 years): 

 Six students will receive a free half day art workshop (during June) at their school for 

their class (to be organised by Leeds College of Art with the school) 

 Goodie bag of art materials for each shortlisted student 

 
Main Prize (x1 for 7-11 years and x1 for 12-18 years): 

 Half day workshop during July at Leeds College of Art for winners’ class (to be 
organised by LCA with the school) 

 Winners’ +2 friends (& teacher / parent) visit Leeds College of Art to work with a 
designer to produce the postcard 

 Each winner receives a print of the postcard showing their winning design 
 Goodie bag for each winner 

 

If you have any queries, please contact Gisèle Bone, Young Creatives Co-ordinator, or Neil 

Hedges, Senior Administrator on 0113 202 8165. Please email youngcreatives@leeds-art.ac.uk. 

http://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/study/young-creatives/
mailto:youngcreatives@leeds-art.ac.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Creatives Postcard Competition 
Worksheet 1 

 

 
1. What is the problem? 
 

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

......................................................................................................... 

 
2. Who has the problem? 

 
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
......................................................................................................... 

 
3. How can we solve it? 

 
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
......................................................................................................... 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Creatives Postcard Competition 
Worksheet 2 

 

 
1. What we know about Leeds College of Art: 
 

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

......................................................................................................... 

 
2. What we think should be included in our postcard designs: 

 
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
......................................................................................................... 

 
3. Ideas for how we’d like our flyers to look: 

 
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
......................................................................................................... 
 



 
 
 

Young Creatives Postcard Competition – SoW & Lesson Plans 
 
Scheme of Work: 7-11 years 
 
Teacher Name  Resources 

Project Title Leeds College of Art Young Creatives Postcard Competition http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/knowledge-resources/guide/ten-
step-guide-running-design-workshop-primary-schools 
This guide, by the Design Council, provides useful advice. 
 
Interactive White Board (IWB) – if not available, use hard copies 

Flyers – examples of, so children know what a postcard is 
Pens 
Pencils 
Paper 

Dictionaries  
Worksheet 1 
Dictaphones or other sound recording device 
I.T. (iPads, PCs or equivalent) 
Worksheet 2 
Coloured pens 
A3 paper (wallpaper lining paper is a good, inexpensive alternative) 
Old envelopes (brought from home?) 
Suggestions for 2D media: 

Painting (acrylics, watercolour) 
Drawing (using different media – digital, pencil, charcoal, 
pastel, stick and ink) 
Collage (children can bring in old magazines) 
Batik (using hot wax – quite specialist) 
Photography 
Printing 
Rubbings 

A5 paper or card 
 
 
 

Date/s Deadline for submissions: Friday 22nd May at 09:00hrs 

Duration 2 sessions (1.5 hours each) 

Aims To understand a design brief 
To understand the difference between creating something for 
yourself and to please someone else 
To develop own ideas based on what someone else would like 
to see 
To create a draft version/s of a postcard design 
To create a design for a postcard (that may be used across 
Yorkshire and the north of England) 
 

http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/knowledge-resources/guide/ten-step-guide-running-design-workshop-primary-schools
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/knowledge-resources/guide/ten-step-guide-running-design-workshop-primary-schools


Sessions Objectives Activities 

1.5 hours  Know what a design brief is 

 To understanding the problem 

 To have ideas to solve the problem 

 To be able to transfer ideas from your mind to paper 

 To work individually and as part of a team 

 Speaking & listening to develop understanding 

 Reading & writing to develop imagination 

 Problem-solving by brainstorming in pairs 

 Researching using traditional and digital methods 

 Decision-making through democratic process 

1.5 hours  To develop ideas for a postcard 

 Create a design for a postcard 

 Create draft/s of design 

 Create final postcard design using selected media 

 
Lesson Plans: 7-11 years 

 

Session 1 

Duration 1.5 hours 

Aims To read and understand a design brief 
(To understand the difference between creating something for yourself and to please someone else) Add in for older age group / higher 
ability 
To develop ideas for a postcard 

 

Time Events Tutor Activity Student Activity Resources 

13:00 – 13:05 
(5 mins) 

Introduction/
warm up 
activity (2-3 
mins) 

Icebreaker activity - Write name 
(forwards then backwards). 
 

Draw your favourite fruit with your non-
writing hand. 
(NB. this kind of unusual activity can help 
people to think differently as the brain is 
challenged) 
 

Pens 
Paper 

13:05 – 13:25 
(20 mins) 

Understandin
g the brief 

Explain the competition – read through 

as a class. 

Present children with the design brief. 

Show examples of other postcards. 

Ask children to describe what the 

problem is, who has the problem and 

how we’re going to try and solve it. 

 

Model reading the Guidance Notes to the 

class – identifying keywords and summarising 

(adapting for age / ability). 

Children to read through design brief as a 

whole class. Brainstorm ideas of how to 

understand the brief. 

Children to work in pairs, or threes, to 

complete Worksheet 1 (Don’t forget the 

basics: Size? How many? Audience?). 

(NB. Try using Dictaphones instead of writing 

– this can add a new dimension to this 

brainstorming activity) 

IWB 
Postcards – examples of, 
so children know what a 
postcard is 
Pencil 
Paper 
Dictionaries  
Worksheet 1 
Dictaphones or other 
sound recording device 
 



If using individual worksheets, try sticking up 

on a wall of learning space so all can see – 

sharing knowledge. 

13:25 – 13:55 
(30 mins) 

Researching 
the brief 

What do children know already about 

Leeds College of Art? 

What can they find out about Leeds 

College of Art? 

What do they think should be included 

in the postcard design? 

Do they need to look elsewhere for 

ideas? 

Show Worksheet 2 on IWB.  
Children to complete Worksheet 2 by writing 
in coloured pens on A3 (or larger) paper 
How else could they research about 
something remotely? 
Research online in pairs (taking turns to 
scribe and research) 
REFER BACK TO THE BRIEF FREQUENTLY 
Again, try sticking these up on a wall to keep 
for the next session because it’s fine to share 
ideas and inspire others. 

IWB 
I.T. (iPads, PCs or 
equivalent) 
Worksheet 2 
Coloured pens 
A3 paper (wallpaper lining 
paper is a good, 
inexpensive alternative) 

13:55 – 14:15 
(20 mins) 

Sketching & 
Doodling 

Encourage using the space differently – 
children seated on floor resting on 
boards or tables moved to the sides. 
 

Children take a few minutes to draw 
together initial thoughts after research. 
Use envelopes as a good compact size, 
unusual and plays on the idea of good ideas 
being drawn on the back of an envelope. 
 

Old envelopes (brought 
from home?) 
Pens 
Pencils 

14:15 - 14:30 
(15 mins) 

Melting Pot Deciding what is the best way to create 
a design in the time allocated? 
(NB. Have two or three options 
available so you’re not surprised!) 
Summarise activity so far. 
Ask children to describe what happens 
next. 

Brainstorm ways of creating a 2D image. 
What takes a lot of time? 
What materials are available? 
Can designs be figurative (realistic, drawn 
from life) or abstract? 
Children create list and each child has 2 
votes. 
Top two media can then be prepared for 
lesson 2. 
 

Suggestions for 2D media: 
Painting (acrylics, 
watercolour) 
Drawing (using different 
media – digital, pencil, 
charcoal, pastel, stick and 
ink) 
Collage (children can 
bring in old magazines) 
Batik (using hot wax – 
quite specialist) 
Photography 
Printing 
Rubbings 

 
 
 
 
 



Session 2 

Duration 1.5 hours 

Aims To create a draft version/s of a postcard design 
To create a final design for a postcard (that may be used across Yorkshire and the north of England) 

 

Time Events Tutor Activity Student Activity Resources 

13:00 – 13:05 
(5 mins) 

Introduction / 
recap 

Students to remind each other of the 
competition – the prizes, brief, the 
problem, research, Leeds College of 
Art, chosen media. 
 

20 secs to remind neighbour what happened. 
Ask student – what did neighbour describe to 
you? 
Refer to info on walls from last lesson. 
 

n/a 

13:05 – 13:15 
(10 mins) 

Preparing to 
tidy 
Input 
 

Ask them all to look around workspace – 
this is how it needs to look after the 
activity. 
Input on chosen media – revise use of 
materials, consider workspace (enough 
room?). 
Demonstrate to half the class at a time 
if necessary – other half can be working 
on their draft designs (or putting out 
plastic sheeting, preparing materials). 

Dependent on choice of media. A5 paper / card 
Materials as decided last 
lesson 
 

13:15 – 13:35 
(20 mins) 

Draft These timings, like this plan, are 
flexible to you, your class and the 
choice of media. 

Dependent on choice of media. 
If time, have a chance to discuss the process 
and work so far after children have 
completed their draft (also known as a 
‘crit’). This gives the opportunity for peers 
to offer constructive comments on the design 
and students can refine ideas. 

Dependent on choice of 
media. 

13:35 – 14:05 
(30 mins) 

Final According to age, ability and media, 
these timings will need to be flexible. 
 

Dependent on choice of media. Dependent on choice of 
media. 

14:05 - 14:20 
(15 mins) 

Tidying up 
 
 

Guide children on how to return the 
workspace to how it was before they 
began. 
 

Allocated jobs according to media. 
 
 
 

Cleaning tools (if messy 
activity): 
Sponges 
Hot water 
Brushes 
Dustpan and brush 

14:20 - 14:30 
(10 mins) 
 

Reviewing 
process 

Leave time to speak with children about 
the process and their work. 

What went well, could have been better, 
would change if did it again? 

Camera – record the 
final results before they 
get sent off. 



YOUNG CREATIVES POSTCARD COMPETITION
 TEMPLATE

NAME:

........................................................

........................................................

AGE:

........................................................

SCHOOL:

........................................................ 

........................................................

........................................................

Please send your finished design and a 
S.A.E to:
Young Creatives (Room G05), 
Leeds College of Art, 
Blenheim Walk, 
Leeds, 
LS2 9AQ 

Design your postcard in the 
box to the right. 
You can draw, paint, crayon - 
anything you want! 
Remember to stay in the 
lines...



YOUNG CREATIVES POSTCARD COMPETITION
 TEMPLATE

NAME:

..............................

..............................

AGE:

...............................

SCHOOL:

...............................

...............................

...............................

...............................

...............................

Design your postcard in the box above. 
You can draw, paint, crayon - anything you want! 
Remember to stay in the lines...

Please send your finished 
design and a S.A.E to:
Young Creatives (Room G05), 
Leeds College of Art, 
Blenheim Walk, 
Leeds, 
LS2 9AQ
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